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2 of 2 review helpful Extraordinary tale of what real doctoring is about By A Customer In this era when the TV series 
ER has come to symbolize what medicine is this extraordinary story of the life and scientific pursuit of one clinician is 
not just enthralling and inspiring but is also a reminder that medicine is so much more than the sort of drama 
celebrated on TV There is a quieter drama that of a life lived in purs Dr W B Castle 1897 1990 who played a major 
role in the emergence of hematology as a scientific discipline in the first half of this century was instrumental in 
establishing the world wide reputation of the Thorndike Memorial Laboratory and the Harvard Medical Unit at Boston 
City Hospital In the first comprehensive biography of Castle Anand Karnad highlights the golden age of medicine and 
hematology in Boston Castle s early experiments solved the puzzle of p Intrinsic Factors is a well documented 
readable account of Castle s life and times Many written records taped sources and personal interviews were used by 
Karnad in constructing this account One gets a feel for typical and changing life on the ward 
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