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Blood has long been an object of intrigue for many of the world s philosophers and physicians and references to it 
have existed since the earliest studies of human anatomy Herodotus of Halicarnassus whose writings 500 years before 
the birth of Christ drew on stories collected during his widespread travels was amongst the first to identify the 
ritualistic and medical significance of blood However despite this long established history haematology as a medical 
specia 
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